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STROLABELLA | 


i A Comical - » 


ROMANCE, 


' |Containing an humourous and diverting Hit- 
| tory of a Company of Sirolmg Players, with 
an Account of the Origin, Progreis, ana 
Declenſion of the Vagrantes, or Tineraut 
Actors; together with theit Religion, Laws, 
| Cuſtoms, Morality, Amours and Peregrina- 
. Es by 
Compiled by a eelebrated Hottentot Philoſo- 
#her, for the Entertainment of that Polite 
People, and written with all the Purity and 
Elegance of the Language of his Country. 
Brought from the Cape ot Good Hope by a - 
Dutch Poet, and found in the Library ot * 
Alexander the Copper ſmith, now taithfully 7:3 
Tranflated by his Pupil and Succeflor .  Þ 


RICHARD the Black-tmiths 


No cet as the Roſe. and as tue Mormug Fair S; 
Soch Bella ig,- --- + 3 
In the Hottentot thus, 
Hot a ret, pot a tot, rotten. Motten, Port Hotten 
Balla bow wow, * | 


Printed by G EQaGB HaRR 150N 174% 


"4 


"43 
cop | 


P——— — 


—ää—änd rNr — — 


HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 
BOUGHT FROM THE 
AMEY RICHMOND SHELDON 
FUND | 
Ih ove 0,0 FE 


e 001 

Matt hem Deane Eſq; 
K 
\HE following Sheets 
1 being manufactur'd 
in Cork, have a juſt Title 
to your Favour and Pro- 
tection. I know Sir, you 
Iwill always encourage 
the Product of that City 
| which you ſo worthily re- 

| preſent; for this veryRea- 
{on I have choſen yo 


* 


n weren, 
2 k 4 .: is : | 


beaten Tract of Dedica- 
tions, and force a Bluſh 


Adulation; And though A | 
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DEDICATION. 
I ſhall not purſue the 


from you with extrava- |. 
gant Praiſes, and fulſome Si 


my Book bears the Title | ric 
of a Romance, I ſhall in an 
my Epiſtle ded icatory ob: | ſu 
{ſerve the ſtricteſt ; Ra rit 


rit 
"me TOP own Sir I hs 


a view of Intereſt in pre-| te 
fixing your Name to this| ex 


Performance, Thatalone 


will enhance it's Value, tir 


and the Citizens of Cork,| Z« 
e 


2 
* 


nis 
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DEDICATION: 
will be deſirous. to pur. 
chaſe it for the ſake of 
the Dedication. __. 
_ Your Name & Family 
Dir will be always dear.to 


a City which hath expe- : 


rienced their Generoſity 
and Honour; The Poor 
ſupported by their Cha-. 
rities, thoſe living Monu- 


ments of their Bounty, 


are Teſtimonies of their 
tender Compaſſion, and 


extenſive Liberality. - 


Voour Family Sir is dis: 
tinguiſhed for a Hearty 
| Zeal in promoting the 


we 


true 


DEDICATION: 


true Intereſt of [reland, 
ford iffuſive Benevolence, i 


engaging Affability, and 
a {weet Complacence of 
Temper, joined to an un- 
byaſs'd Integrity; what I 
have hitherto ſaid can 
need no Apology, I have 
only declar'd the Senti- 


ments of all who are ac- 


quainted with the virtaes 
of you & your Anceſtors. 
But what ſhall I ſay for 
dedicating ſo trifling a 


Work to ſo worthy aGen- 


tleman? I hope Sir, as 


the Piece is hamourous, | 
515 | the 
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DEDICATION 


the Characters fictitious, 
in Low Life, and the 
whole inoffenſive & cal. 
culated for Amuſement 
and Diverſion, that you 
will pardon the Preſump. 
tion, & believe me with 


the utmoſt deference & 
Reſpect 


Sir 
Your moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 


Richard Bulkeley: 
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STROLABELLA 


A Comical 


ROMANCE 


CHAS L 


Strolabella's Birth and  Eluc ation, an Ar- 
count of the Vagrantcs, and their Trans- 
portation hither. 

N a certain * City famed for Luxury 
and Extravagance, wheie the Chance 

ot the Dice, have reduced many Wealthy + 

Men to Poverty and Pimping, and raited 

as many Sharpers to Reputation & Equip- 

age; Where Diſeaſes procured by Wine, 
are removed by Water, or infallibly cured 


by Death and the Doctors; In this Em- 


porium of Pleature was the lovely Strola- 
bella born; on the very Inſtant the char- 
ming Sprawler was d iſeloſed to Light, ſhe 


| diſcovered Hereditary Beauties ; The little 


9 of Original Sin then no bigger than 
B an 
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 STROLABELLA 


an Apple, bore a vaſt Reſemblance to her 


Parents, the Mouth declared the Mother, 
and the Noſe confeſſed the Father. 
Strolabella ſprung from the ancient Race 
of the ' Vagrantes, lately a numerous Tribe 
in a neighbouring Kingdom, tho? at preſent 


all but = two Families are Proſcribed; They 


are Deſcendants from one Theſpis a Bailad- 
ſinger, who was not only the firſt Father 


of the Stage, but was likewiſe with all pro- 
bability the firſt Inventor of a Cart; That 


uſeful Vehicle being to this Day, in great 
Reputation among the Vagrantes, not only 


as a neceſlary Conveyance for their Goods 
and Chattles, but allo for their Illuſtrious 


Perionages. 
As the Charming Strolalella grew in 
years, ſhe improved alto in the Cuſtoms & 


Manners of the Vagrantes; ſhe was early 
inſtructed how to ſpeak Epilogues, play lit- 
-tle Paits, and to ask for every thing ſhe 
lik d; tuch extraordinary Care was taken 
in cultivating the Infant, that before ſhe 
had complcated her teventh year, little 
Mils had attained to an admirable aſſurance, 


e 11180 


1 1 Stroling Playes, 2 the two 1 heattes Royal, | 


A Comical ROM ANCE. 
and acquired a perfe& Knowledge in the 
whole Myſtery of Begging. 

The Vagrantes are a Religious Sect of I- 
tinerants, in the Cities and Villages where 
they made any ſtay, they erected Temples 
exceedingly magnificent, which during the 
Time of exhibiting their Religious Myſte- 
ries were illuminated in a beautiful man- 

ner; Here they repreſented the Wars ct the 


Ancient Heroes, and the Loves of the Gods; 


They lung the Deſtruction of T; roy and the 
Intrigues of 7ove; Nay they were Teach- 
ers of Oratory and Preachers of Morality, 
their Inſtructions were not only pleaſing 
but profitable. Their Temples were fre- 


qquented by Perſons of the higheſt Rank, 


who liberally contributed to the ſupport of 
their Prieſts and Prieſteſſes, and had the 
Vagrantes the art of ſaving money as well 
as their Kindred Strolers the Jews, tome 
of them might have been very Opulent: 
But to do them Juſtice, they had nobler 
Sentiments, their Cares ſeldom extended 
beyond the preſent Moment, and to lay up 
any Proviſion for to morrow, was in their 


Opinion an Affront to the Deity, and _ 


16 Diſtruſt of Providence. 
„ 5 
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They took Pleaſure in Eating & Drinks 
ing, yet the Vagrantes had their Days of 
Abſtinence, but es this eee was 
involuntary, and by no means an Act of Re- 
ligion, for they held Faſting in Abomina- 


tion: but if through the Iniquity of the p 


Times their Temples were neglected, and 


compulſive Neceſſity rendered this rigid 


Diſcipline unavoidable, as ſoon as the Scene 
was changed, they ſhew'd their Abhorrence 
dy revelling in Plenty and Abundance. 

The Vagrantes are generally Free-Think- 
ers, or rather People of no thought at all; 
They look upon Thought, as 2 Hat lt LG 
uneaſyCompanion, a diſturber of Indolence, 
and an Invader ot Tranquility: that Cala- 
mity is often anticipated by Forecaſt, and 
not avoided by Reflection; they are entire- 
ly. careleſs about the Event of Things, put- 
ſuant to the words of the Dramatic Poet, 
viz: oh 

E Fate be not, how can we then 3 7 
r how can we avoid it, if it be? 
In ſhort they ieem to be the moſt metry 


1 and inconſiderate mortals in the Univerſe. 


For ſeveral Ages the Vagrantes were 
| held in ſome * till about two 
years 


7 
"5 
k 
* 


A Comical ROMANCE. 


years ſince, they received @ terrible over- 
hrow, as I hinted before; The Occafion 
was this, they had deviated widely trom 
their firſt Inſtitution, which was to repre- 
ſent Human Nature in a proper Light, to 
puniſh Vice, and to reward Virtue, Inſtead 
ol tolid Senſe and Morality, they introdu- 
ced abundance ol ridiculous and dangerous 
Innovations, they pretended to divert their 
Audience with Squibs and Crackers, nay 
often with Stink-Pots, and thoſe levelled 
at Perſons in Authority, and eminent in 
their Stations. Repeated Indecencies of 
this Kind, procured an Edict of State againſt 
their Proteſlion, which terminated in the 
Subverſion ot the whole Tribe, except two 
Families, who reſide in the and 
are honoured with a Royal Protection; But 
they diſown the Name of Vagrantes, and 
though they actually ſprung from em, 

they pretend to have no Knowledge of ern, 
or alliance with 'em: IL am informed ſome 
of them ride in their Coaches, which 1urely 


is not conſiſtent with the Plaineſs and Hu- 


mility ot their firſt Founder, who choſe to 
ſhow. himielt in a Caitz But ſuch is the 


2 


ed out for a ſafer Shoar; 


STROLABELL 4 
Pride and Inſolence of Human Nature, 
that Men forget the Simplicity of their 


| Forefathers, and run mad after ſtrange In- 


ventions. f 
The Vagrantes thus brought to Ruin by 


their own Miſconduct, & ſubjected to hea- 


vy Penalties, if they followed their Proteſ- 
fion in their own Country, prudently look- 


Several of them 
landed in this Kingdom, and with the firſt; 


Strolero, Sirolerina, Strolabella, the aged 


Strolabunda, with a numerous Train of De- 
pendants, with ſome Cloaths, Scenes, Ma- 
chines, Wallets, Band-boxes, and other De» 
corations ſuĩtable to the Occaſion. 
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c H A p. II. 
Strolero and ötrolerina deſcribed. 


T the Time of the Arrival of the 
Vagrantes, Strokro was about fifty 


years of Age, without any deformity in his 


Perſon, a tall ſtraight man, of a proper ſize 
to carry a Musket; He had indeed very 
little of the Gentleman i in his Countenance, 


his _ betrayed a Booriſh Ruſticity, 
and 
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| aLyon's Skin; His Voice was loud and im- 
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& his Features were very ſtrong of the En- 
giſb Waggoner : His Clowniſh Deportment 
would admit of no diſguiſe, and Srolero in 
the Robes of Majeſty, reſembled an Atsin 


petuous, which in any unbyaſs'd Corporati- 
on might procure him the Office of Town 
Cryer. He poſſeſſed one Quality rarely to 
be met with among the Vagrantes, viz. the 


Art of faving Money; He knew how to 


lay up for a Rainy Day, and when there 
has not been a Denier in his whole Com- 
pany, which was often the Caſe, then would 
Sirolero ſhew his green Purſe, expole the 
ſum total of his Happineſs and give them 
a Sight of what they muſt never expect to 
touch. Strolero was certainly a Perſon of a 
yery untoward Mind, had he been Maſter 
of any one good Qualification, as an honeſt 
Hiſtorian, I would faithfully record it to 
his Honour; To make the Picture agreea- 
ble, thore ought to be a juſt Bitpoſition of 
Light and Shade; but Srroiero was a Com- 
plication of Evils without the leaſt Virtue, 
He was more unpoliſhed than an American 
davage, intolerably Intolent, ſhockingly 
tp Impu- 
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STROL ABEL LA. 
Impudent, and ſurprizingiy Ignorant: Af. non 
ter all T have ſaid, I am obliged to do bim] 0 
this Piece of Juſtice, to confeſs he was a nub: 
Twe-legged Animal, and only wanted com- om e 
mon Humanity to be a ſociable Creature. it ® 

Sure never were two Perſons fo unequal- PAS. 
Iy pair'd as Strolero and his Wiſe; Strolero otro 
Was hardly a degree above a Brute, and] Poir 
Atrolerina was an accompliſhed Fine Lad 7 hrft 
charming in herPerſon, elegant in her Dreis, telf 
and engaging in her Behaviour; ſhe was 
very compaſſionate i in her Natuie, her Cha allt 
rity was not confin'd to her own Species, 7er 
it extended even to the Brute Creation; 1 
ſhe entertain'd in her Family a Monkey, a 
Squirrel, and a Lap-dog; The fiiſt ſeem'd teſl 


to be a more polite Animal than & oer Br 
himſelf, the Squirrel was a Companion tc m_ 
Strolabella, and the Lap-dog her own Fa- 1 
vourite. By ieren abundance of Cha} P by 


racters in High Life, ſhe had acquired all 
the Airs of a 1 * of Quality: She did not 
 elpouie o trolero tor Love, but for Con ve- 
nience; The World is too apt to give int] & 
| Cenfure, therefore ſhe thought it neceſſar 
to take Hrolero as the Guardian of her Ho 
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nour, ſhe rarely admitted him fo her Bed, 
nor was there ever any Pledge of their Con- 
nubial Loves (for Sro/abel/a was her Daugh- 
ter by the firſt / enture) whither ſhe thought 
re, it in Indignity to human Nature, to pro- 
ſual- Pagate any thing like Strolero, or whither 
erg Strolero was not deficient in an cſſential 
Point of Manhood, is yet a Secret, if the 
firſt, it was an Argument of Prudence and 
iclf Denial, if the laſt it was a fingular In- 
ſtance of her Fidelity and Virtue. She had 
all the Diſorders, and Remedies requiſi te 
tor the fineſt Lady; Fits, Vapours, Hyſte- 
rics, Sal volatile, Laudanum, and Gin. Few 
of the Vagrantes excelled her im her Pio. 
ſeſſion; Hei private Life was without Re- 
proach, and (as I ſhall have occaſion co 
mention hereafter) ſhe made her Exit from 
this grand Theatre, the World, with Ap- 
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STROLA BELLA. 
years old, of a middle Stature, and though 
ſhe was very engaging, ſhe could not be 


xeckoned a Beauty ; Her Face was as rug- | 


ged as a Welſh Mountain, and her Com- 
plexion the Colour of an Egyptian Fortune- 
eller; But then ſhe had a bewitching look, 
a Serpentine ogle with her Eyes dangerous 
to behold ; Her Noſe reſembled the regular 


Crimiondye expreſſeth herLips; The interi- 
o Part of anOyſterShell ſhow the whiteneſs 
ef hex Teeth ; No Guard du Vin of a Lady 
of Quality, was pleaſanter than her Breath; 
A delicious Dutch Chee ſe divided into two 
equal Parts repreſents her Breaſts; Her 
| Cheſt was prominent; Her Shape leſſen'd 
beautifully by Degrees, like the Hopper of 
a Mill: Her Hands and Arms were nice- 
ly tramed, the different Colours of the Skin 
and Veins, had jome ſimilitude to a fine 
Cake of Caſtile Soap; She had a Leg and 
Foot exquiſite to behold, no Statuary in 
poliſhed Lyory could form ſo compleat an 
one, to adorn the Shop ot a Toyman, or to 
make an old Leacher's Tobacco- ſtopper. 
The Endowments of her Mind, exceed- 
ed the Beauties ct her Perſon ; She had an 
| acute 


Gnomon of a Brazen Sundial ; Velvet of a 


acute 
henſi 
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acute penetrating Wit, a quick Appre- 
henſion, her Speech was voluble and her 


| Voice harmonious. She improved herlelt 


vaitly by Reading, not Books of Religion, 
for ſhe probably conceived a diſtaſte to that 
ſort of Reading, by obſerving Strolabunda 
her Grandmother, continually poring, yet 
never the better; This hobling piece of 


4 Antiquity, had indeed a Library furviſhed 


with a number of ianctified Authors, Treas 
files full of Piety, though of an odd Ap- 
pellation, viz. Spiritual Geneva, or a Cor- 
dial Dram for a fainthearted Sinner; a Pair 
of Stilts for a Dwarf in Religion; Crums 
and Sugar Plumbs for Babes and old Wo- 
men, with many more of the like Style: 
Strotabella's Cloſet was adorn'd with Books 
of a different kind, viz. L: Apuleius's, 
Golden Ais, Letters between a Nobleman 
and his Siſter ; Callipædia, the Lite ot Sally 
Salsbury, A Canting Dictionary, Ovids 
Art of Love, and Ld. Rocheſter's Poems; 
all nicely bound, Gilded and Letter'd, fit 
for the Cabinet ofa Veſtal Virgin: But as 
this young Lady is the Heroine of my fto- 
ry I ſhall leave her at preſent and preceed 

| C2 to 
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to Ragamuſſina, the next conſiderable Per- 
fonage in Srrolerg's Drama. 

Ragcamuffina was very tall, had a fine 
Bachanalian Face, curiouſly adom'd with 
Rnhies and Saphires; there was a Noli me 
tangere conipicuous about her Mouth, Her 


Heath indeed was Salubrious & Medicinal, 


2 Puff taken in a Morning was an effectual 
Emetic, and hath been preſcribed that way 
with amazing Succeſs; Her Neck and 
Breaſts are difficult to deſcribe, therefore it 
will be ſufficient in this place to ſay they 
were the colour of Oler, and the laſt when 
the laugh'd, repreſented two Filiocks in a 
Quagmire: Her. Arms and Hands, were 
proportioned to the height of her Body „& 
ot a delicate Black and Blue; ee the 
appeared in Breeches, ſhe d iſcovered an 
Handſome Leg and Foot; I have heard it 
indeed maliciouſly inſinuated that from the 


laſt there proceeded ſome Sudorific Effiuvia, | 


which rendercd her noxious and offenſive ; 
She was very careleſs in adorning her Per- 


jon, for ſhe dreſt in the ancient Jatterae- 


mraliion Mode, She was an Extroardinary 
Perion in Converſation; had a pregnant In- 
yention, and an admirable Talent at Deta- 

mation; 
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mation; ſhe very rarely made uſe of double 
Entenders, but expreſt herſelf in that plain 
ſignificant manner, which is taught in the 
Academy of Billing gate, and abounded in 
that ſort of Wit, which has the Denomina- 
ot Black-guard. She was an Enemy to 
Strolabella, and in Love with Truncheon. 


—— * © 
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4 Deſcription of the Gentlemen belonging to 


Stroleio's Company, viz; Truncheon & 
Buskin. | 


Runcheon was born and bred a Gen” 

tleman, he had a Gentleman's For- 
tune leſt him, & ſpent it like a Gentleman ; 
the Gentleman was ſo ſtrongly ſtamp'd up- 
on him, that he could nyt be concealed in 
any Dreſs: He poſleſſed a great many Gen- 
teel Accompliſhments; he Danced with a 


fine Air, Sung pleaſingly, and bad a tolera- 


ble notion of Muſic, with a ſmattering of 
the French Tongue; Bat then he had no 
buſineſs to liſt with the Vagrentes, here he 
widely miſſed the Mark, tor though his 
gracetul Pretence captivated the Kyes of 
the « a he could not pleate an Au- 

dience ; ; 
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dience; he delivered himſelt in a dull hea- 
vy, ſoporiferous manner, more hecoming a 
Non con Preacher, than a Dramatic Or a- 
tor: He lived very wel), eſtee med a- 
mong the Vagrantes, reſpected by the Men, 
and admired by the Women; And fo much 
regarded by 9Szro/erima herielt, that ſhe de- 
ſigned to give him her Darling Strolabe lla 
in Marriage; but this Match was pre vent- 
ed by §trolerina's Death, and Ragamuſſina's 
Artifices, as we ſhall find bercatter. 
The next Figure, I preſent you with is 
Buskin , a Perſon of a very comely Vitage, 


a full Eye, and a well proportioned Note; | 


One of his Cheeks appeared bigger than 
the other, being generally ſtuft with 70. 
bacco ;, Buskin in his Theatrical Drets look- 


ed very Grand; but in the Streets, you, 


could nut tell what to make of him; He 
wore an Hat, one Corner of which theRats 
ned cruelly deyoured, nor were they leis fa- 
vourable to his Wig: a Pieceot black Crape 
ſurrounded his Neck; that part of his Shirt 
wiiich was viſible, at 4 diſtance looked like 
Linnen, but on a nearer yiew, diſcovered 
Itielf to be Manufactured in a Paper Mill: 

His Coat was a Piece of Antiquity & Ho- 


nour, 
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Ea- || nour, it was preſented him by a Serjeant of 
S a Grenaaters, who wore it in the Day of Bat- 
a- ¶tle at Blenheim; The Buttons bad ſlip'd a- 
2 way from it, for many a Day, but that de- 
En, fect was abundantly ſupplyed withskewers, 
ach || Packthread, and Pins; it reached within a 
de- || few Inches of his Ancle; His Hoſe were 
% Scarlet, and becauſe it is indecent for a 
t- Gentleman to appear with Holes in the Co- 
44s yering of his Legs, thoſe were curiouſly 
_  [darned with white Thread and black Silk; 
\ 1S}I ſhall fay nothing of his Shoes, but that 
age, one had an Hcel, and the other was buckl- 
oie ed. 
han] Thus wofully Eclipfed, thus diſmally ob- 
To- ſcured by Poverty, appeared the Heroic 
* | Buskin; who had ſtill ſome Trantparent 
erit; He was good natur'd, affable and 
obliging; and withal fo abſtemious & Tem- 
perate, that he has ſubſiſted tor Twenty 
four Houis, upon no other proviſion, than 
ape ſa yard & half of Tobacco, an Onion & Salt 
a Bottle of Brandy, and an Eleemofinary 
Gallon of Ald It you would fee Buskin in 
the height of his Felicity;.plac'd him in an 
Elbow chair by aKitchen-fire, a Pipe in one 
and, & a Quart in the other; here would 
Buskin 
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Buskin entertain you with an hundred di- 


verting Stories: This gaiety of Temper ge- 
nerally laſted, till the Reckoning was 
brought, and even then, Buskin was a Man 
who kept up to the ſtandard of his Honour, 
for rather than be guilty of bilking an 

Houle, he once offered his Perſon as a pledge 
which was generouſly refuſed: I mention 
this as an extroardinary Inſtance of Mr. Bus- 
bins honeſty & the Landlords Humanity 
Strolero's brutiſh behaviour, had once pio- 
voked Bus lin to Elope from the Company 
during his abſence, his misfortunes obliged 
him to an office of Servility, this unhappy 
Gentleman was employed by a Gardiner as 


a Centinel to an Orchard, & not withſtand- 


ing he diſcharged his duty to the Satisfacti- 
on of his maſter; it was turned to his re- 


proach, and procured him the Niek- name 


of Scare-crow. I ſhall ſay but little of Mr, 
Buskin's Lady, but that ſhe was the faith- 
ful Partner ot his Bed, the Companion o 


his misfortunes, & the partaker of his Bran- 


dy. There were ſeveral otheiʒ in Stroleros 


Company, viz. Spout, Crack, & Harlequino 
the two firſt were Rivals, and immediately 
onòtrolerina's death( which happened ſhorts 


5 


A Comical ROMAN GCE. 

Iy after their arriral here) openly avowed 
their Love for Strolalella, but ſhe was ſome 
days inconſolable for the lots of Her Mo- 
ther, who had deſigned her for Mr. Trun- 
cheon, as Will appear in the following Chap- 
tel. 


* 
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CHAP: NN 

Strolerina's wholeſome advice to her Daugb- 
ter, and the Death of that excellent Actreſs. 

1 TROLERINA tor want ot breathing 
her native Air declined daily ; finding 
he1tclf near her Diſſolution, ſhe called tor 
her Daughter Strolabel a, to give her tome 


neceſſary Inſtiuctions for the Regulation 


ot her tuture conduct & behaviout; & be- 
gan to ex hort her in Lic following manucre 
My Child (ſays fle) perhaps ibis is the 
laſt Time I may bare po er to call yu by 
that tender & affecti uaie Name ; be atien- 
tive to my Woras 5 regard the advice of a 
dying Parent! lou know (my Dear ) I have 
u0 Eſlate, or. Fortune to eve you, therefore 
your Happineſs def ends upon your own Dis- 
cretion © Management: When you think 
Proper to alter your preſent ſtate, 4 would 
ER A 


. 
A 


STROLABELLA 

Bave you take an Husband among the Va- 
grantes, I recommend Mr. Truncheon 050, 
as a Perſon of ſingutar Merit, 1am perſuad- 
ed he will make you a kind & Indulzent Hus- 
band; I do not know any of our Tribe leſs 
tainted in his Morals; he is not addicted to 
Women, Drams nor Dice; A ſober Husband 
(my Dear) is a Jewel of ineſtimable Value, 
of he offers his addreſſes to you, for my. ſake 
am your own, receive him kindly . His mo- 
deſty cannot withſtand the flock of a ſevere 
Repullle, beſides I have reaſons to belleve Ra 

_ Sattitffina is laying ſnares to entrap him. 

he firſt Love makes a laſtiug Impreſſion, if 
jon find Aamiſiionto bis Heart, I do not fear 
Four fecuring him: I will moreover make it 
His Intereſt to marry you; I know Mr. Trun- 
chebn has ambition enough to appear dreft 
Ide u Gentleman, therefore I wil defire Stro- 
lero, 10 preſent him a Coat out of the Stock, 
Twill order the Tinſel to be ripped off that it 
na appear plain and genteei. My Husband 
bali lilewiſe beſiow him one of his 'lragedy 
Wigs: 1 will leave you ail my Cloaths, Stro- 


1 fo that you will ſhortly be Miſtreſs of no con- 


—— —U—C———— > YG ron pt et nn _ —__ ** 


labunda your Grandmoiher cannos live long, 


Zemprible Mar drobe. Ibe Education of your 
- „ Chilar en, 
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Children will be of very little Expence, for if 
Mr. Truncheon hath not forgot his Leart- 
ing, the Boys may be Iuſtructea in Reading 
an Writing from the Father; And the C iris 
may be raught Plain-work and Stitching by 
the Mother. When you are a Wife, my Dear, 


there are two 2 charge you 10 guard, 


againſt, viz. Jealouſie and Geneva; Place 
an abſolute Confidence in your Husband, and 
avoid drinking Drams; Honour him ſo much 
as to conceal his Inperfections, be faithful 
to his Bed, be ſeen ſometimes at Places of 
Devotion, and ſbun Baudy- Houſes. Strole- = 
rina delivered this Charge in the moſt pa- 
thetic manner, and Strolabella vow'd obe- 
dience to her Inſtructions, In a few Days 
after. the incomparable Strolerina quitted 
the Stage of Lite, and made her Exit with 
univerſal Applauſe. Her Death was gene- 
rally bemoaned by the YVagrames, Strola- 
hunda and &rolabella were in extreme Grief, 
and even Htrolero ſhed Tears. \ (Crack the 
Poet to ſhow his veneration for her memo» 
ry, and at the ſame time to give an Hint 
ot his Love tor Strolabella, compoicd the 
loflowing Lines. ; 

7a Wo :;; How 


STROLABELLA, 
How can the charming Strolerina dye 2 
Behold! ſhe lives in Strolabella's Eye; 


The Mather” s Reanties 1 in the Dauohter ſhive, } 
And ev'ry Lover s Tongue muſt own with © 


mine, | 6 
That Strolabella # is a Nymph Divine. 4 


For her the Mother's Obſequies 1 2 ne, 

For her my Fancy tales Poetic wing, 

Oh! dear detighiful Object of Deſere, 

For thee I fill the Glaſs, and ſtring the Lyre, 
Thy name can make me ſorrowful, or glad, 
Bella can make me drunk, or make me mad. 


Col Bet: VI. 
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Strolabells 8 Wealth her Ck hr 
her Lovers; Mr. '!rancheon's 1iineſs, 
and. Regamuſjma” 5 extraordinary care 
and Attendance. 


T Strolerina's Death, Strolabella took 
Poſſeſlion of her Parts and Cloaths, 

With a Casket full of tuch precious Stones, 
as are found in the Mines of Cornwall, the 
Quarries of Briſtol, and the Rocks of Kerry, 
Her Perion, her Merit, and her Riches 
; al ber a Groud of Admirers : But like 


a 
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a dutiful Child ſhe treaſnred up her Mo- 
ther's Charge in her M-mory ; Stro/erma 
had in the ſtrongeſt terms. recommended 
Truncheon to her for a Husband, Tr uncheon 
had never indeed declared himſelf on this 


Subject, he always treated her with Civility 


and Complaitance, but this was the Reſult 
of his good Breeding; ſhe would willingly 
be obedient to her Mother, yet her Virgin 
Modeſty would not permit her to confeſs a 
liking for a Man who had hitherto only 
treated her with bare Reſpe& and good 
manners. Crack declared his Paſſion in ſuch 
Terms as ſhock'd her Quiet; he mede her 
the Conſtant Theme of his Verſe, he exalt- 
ed her aboye the Race of Mortals, and 
placed her among the Goddeſſes; His Flat- 
tery intoxicated her to that Degree; that 
if ſhe did not believe herſelf deſerving of 
ſuch extravagant Praiſe, ſhe imagined Mr. 
Crack thought her to; ſhe grew tond d of 
Crack's Converſation, ſhe thought him A 
rare Schoolmaſter to inſtruct her in the Art 
ot Intriguing: But Spour was her darling 
Favourite; however ſhe took care to con- 
ceal it; In ſhort ſhe managed her Lovers 
very well, conſidering ſhe had three to deal 

with 


Ny 


STROLABELL 4. 
with, viz: Truncheon the Gentleman, Crack 
the Poet, and $j0o#t the Tragedian. But 


poor Mr. Truncheon met with a Misfortune 
which obliged him ro take himſelt away 


from the Converiat ion of &rolabella, being}: 
in a very miterablc Flight for a Lover; The 


Caſe was this, Mir. Truncheon by frequent- 
ly changing his Lodging, and lying in Va- 
riety of Beds. ſome of them not over clean, 
he became infected with a malignant Dit- 


_ temper, which occaſioned him to abſent 


himſelf from the whole Company. Raga- 
muffina being very much enamoured with 
this Gentleman, followed him to his Place 
of Retreat; By the aſſiſtance of an Inch of 
Candle, fuck up in a Bottle on a joint · ſtool 
near the Bed, ſhe diſcovered her beloved in 
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a very unpleaſant Scituation, rubbing his] A j; t 
Back againſt the Bed Polls, and clawingſlyas : 
his Fleſh; The Virulence of his Malady, yzyfj 


kept his Fingers in per petual Agitation, 1oſ|cheg, 


that in a few Days he had almoſt flead him 


till 
jelf with his own Hands. liver 
Ragamuſjma condoled his wretched ſtate 


to C 
The offered kim her Care and Attendance 
auring his Illneſs, and that ſhe might be 
more * of tering him, ſhe hired the 


oppoſite 


ack 
But 
une 
way 
in 
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ent- 
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Diſ- 
ſent 
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oppotite Garret tor a Lodging Room; Here 
ſhe thought on an effectual method to pre- 
vent Trancheor's viſiting, oi receiving Viſits | 
from any Perſon but herſelf; She took the 


S| Linfien Veftment from her Body, made one 


entire Plaifter of ic with Brimſtone and 
Butter; then threw it over the naked ſhoul- 
deis of her Deplorable Lover; It ſuck as 
cloſe to his'Fleſh, as the Cearments about 
an Egyptian Mummy, and gave him ſuch 
intolleiable Pain, that he looked like Her- 
(ples in the envenomed Shirt: And indeed 
this was a fatal Preſent to Truncheon, it ce- 
mented a laſting Friend ſhip between him 
and Rægamuſſina, which loſt him Strolabel- 
la; The Fumes exhaling trom the Sulphur- 
ous Gur:nent polluted the circumambient 
Air to ſuch 2 degree, that his Appartment 
was rendered inacceſſible to any but Raga- 
mufina; And here I mutt leave Mr. Trun- 
cheon like a Knight in an enchanted Caſtle, 
till an auſpicious Seaton invites The to de- 
liver him; and in the mean while proceed 
to Crack the next of &trolabellas Admiters. 


STRO LABEL LA. 


en e 
The Hiſtory of Crack the Poet. 


R AC XK. was a Poet, a Player and 2 
Philotopher; either, neither and all of 
em zeither in the opinion of People who 
knew no better, neither in the opinion off gui 
the Jud icious, and all in his own Conceit. ] _._ 
Some jay Mr. Crack was Educated at a Col- I , , 
lege, others at two Colleges, becauſe to be Wi 
| lure there was not Learning enough in one , 
to pertc& ſo extraordinary aGenius and ma- ,_ 
ny ſay he had no Education at all. The ne 
Reader of this Hiſtory, I hope will exped 
no more from me, than to ſhew Mr. Crack 
to him, in the ſame manner he has been 
pleated to repreſent himſelf to me. Fron 
his own Narrative, I find he was ſent tc 
College, when he was about fifteen yean 
old; where he became ſo great a Profic ien. 
that he compleated in one year, what te 
can do in Seven; He finiſhed his ne 
be finiſhed indeed in a literal Senſe, for h 
Told his Books and leit the Univerſity. H. 
became very early an Inamorato; withi 


icw Months alter bis Admiſſion, he quit 
7 


A Comical ROG MAN OE. 
— ed the ſtudy of Logic, for that of Love: 


Burger sdici {us was thrown a fide, & the Let- Fg 
ters of Hi] & Philander were his pock- 


et Companion. The object of his aff-ction, 

was the lovely Ragabella, ſo called bes 
her Parents fold jecond hand Cloaths; He 
admired her meerly for her Beauty, he in- 
dulged his Paſlion, and before he commu- 
nicated the diſoider of his Soul to Nag a- 
bella, he told it a thouſand times to che 
| Winds; the Woods and Dales, & Purling 
ſtreams were Witneſſes to his Love: At 
length putting Pen to Paper, he wiote 
the following elegant Epiſtle. viz. 


Divine Ragabella, 
My Seraphic charmer! There is not a 


* Simile in the Univeiſe, which | find faiia- 
|| © ble to your Perſon or my Paſſion, Words 
YET © cannot deſcribe the One, nor exprets the 
icient © Other; I die when I fee you not, and at 
t 14 your ſi ght Ifall a Victim to the Goddels of 
8 wy Bees: As thou art to me Menus, let me 
8 be to ihr an Adonis. I beg Pardon my Ce- 
2e4s * leftiaiCharmer, for making a College Shoes 


boy my Embaſſador on ſo important anAf- 
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* delity and Secrecy. The Bell ringing for 
dinner obliges me in haſte to ſubicribe 
* mvielf your Eternal Admirer. 


Ragabella; This Lady wholly Intent on 
multiplying her Conqueſts, never refuſed 
Add reſſes of this Nature, where ſhe had 
the leaſt Resſon to imagine the Perſon's 
Deſigns were honourable ; Mr. Crack was 
too young to be tainted with Inſincerity; a 
Youth of his Age, muſt be ſuppoled to know 
very little of the Artifce of —_ or the 
Perfidy of Men; ſhe diſmiſſed the Bearer 
with a Smile, telling him to aſſote his Maſ- 
ter he had no occaſion to g1vi: himſelf the 
Trouble of Writing, when his Viſits would 
be always acceptable. By the time this 
faithfull Emiſſary had diicharged his Com- 
miſſion, Crack had finiſhed his Dinner; for 
being very little, he tnought Faſting would 
be an impediment ro his Growth, therefore 
he reſolved to feed heartily, that he might 
improve in his Stature, and become more 
agreeable in the Eyes of the Enchanting 
Hagabella. As toon as be ſa w the Shoe boy, 
he ran to meet him, and when he heard in 
what manner his Adorable received the 
Letter, 


The Meſſenger delivered the Letter to 
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Letter, bis Eyes ſparkled with unuſual glad- 


neſs; he bluſhed, he trembled, he was 
traniported. After gratifying the Meſſen- 


| ger, he retired to his Chamber, where he 


dreft his Perſon out to the beſt Advantage, 

in order to viſit the Delight of his Eyes, 

the objeCt of his Wiſhes, and the Charmer 
of his Soul. He ſa w this tranſcendent Beau- 
ty behind a Counter; the Shop was adorn- 
ed with Gowns of all Degrees, patch'd up 
with inimitable Skill; and abundance of 


| China Ware, repaired by the Hands of Rag- 


abella herielf. She 1at in a very penſive mood 
in Company with a Military Gentleman ; 
Crack taking a View of the Dreſs and Ac- 
coutrements of the Soldier, retired without 
ipeaking a Word. He looked on the Gen- 
tleman in Armour, as his Rival, his Evil 
Genius, and the formidable Invader of his 
Love. He was not ſo ignorant, but he knew 
Women are captivated by outward appear- 
ance, a Pigmy and a Grenadier are unequ- 
al Com petitors, and Crack was not ſo proper 


fa Man as his Rival, by a foot and half; He 


then conſidered on 2 85 other Hand, that 
even in War itſelf Stratagem is preferr d to 
Force, and Courage without Conduct ter- 

E 2 2 minates 


STROLABELL A, 


minate« in Temerity and Madneſs. But what 
provoked him to Rage, Phrenzy, and Deſ- 
peration, was Rag abe lla s Indiſcretion in 
permitting the Addrefſes of a Red Coat; 

that row ſhe would not be worth his Con- 
queſt, ſince her Reputation muſt ſuffer by 
ſo dangerous an- A mou; That Fame would 
ſoon blaſt her Virtue, and publiſh her Diſ- 
honour. In this Pertuibation of Mind did 
Crack remain till the Bell rung ſor Supper; 
the gratetul Sound reſtored him to his for- 
mer Trarquility,; His Appetite was ſtronger 
than his Paſſion, and Love rarely interrupt- 
ed his Meals. Supper being ended, he gave 
himſeli up a Prey toGrict & Melancholy, 
nor was this gloomy Cloud diſperſed till the 
following Morn; when the ever truſt yShoe- 


boy came to pay his accuſtomary Duty te|r 


his Friend and Maſter, he found the Love- 


ſick Youth on his Bed, his Eyes ſwoln with | 


Tears, as if he had lately incurred the Dit- 


pleature of a Severe Scholmaſter and ſub-|] 


mitted to the Dilcipline of the Rod. He 
erquired the Cauſe of his Maiter's Grief, 
and Joon found it was owing to Ragabella's 


Interview with theSoldier. He then informs: | 
ed Gr ack that this Grenadier was Ragabel. 


4a˙8 
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la's only Brother, once the Darling of his 
Parents, and Hopes cf the Family, who 
through an exorbitant Thirſt ot Glory had 


: | quitted the ſedentary Employment of a 


Taylor, and had tome time eloped from his 


Friends, but had now permiſſion to pay 


them a viſit in his Regimentals, and raiſe 
Contributions on the Family, At this Re- 
lation Crack became more pacified he la- 
mented his haſty Credulity, and blamed 
himſelf for harbouring the leaſt ſuſpicion to 


the Prejudice of Ragabella's Virtue. He like- 


wiſe thought his ſudden Diſappearance at 
the Sight of the Soldier, might be inter- 
preted as an Action of Timidity, and unbe- 
coming the Character of a Lover. A Lover 
ſhould be all Hero, bold and enterprizing, 
reſolute to encounter all Difficulties to ob- 
tain the Object beloved. Revolving thoſe 
things in his Mind, and fearing his late 
Conduct might leflen him in Ragabelia's 


Eſteem, he wrote the following Letter. 


Adorable Lady! Ti 
* My ſadden Retreat from your Pre- 


-|* ſence yeſterday, proceeded from Grief, 


not Fear; I ſhould deſerye to be brand- 
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STROLABELL 72. 
ed with Puſillanimity ſhould I fly from || Deit 
any Man, becauſe he has a Super=minence Mor 
of Stature. I could not bear to fee my Eye 
Lovely Fair in Company with a Perſon | man 
whom I then ſuppoſed to be my Rival; |fell | 
I am ſince informed he is your Brother, led C 
when J am aſſured he is not at Home, I let h 
ſhall embrace the Opportunity ol declar- Ih im, 
ing myſelf | 

your eternal Slave and Admirer, | had 


This Letter was received by Ragabe'a|*reg 
with all the marks of Tenderneſs & Affecti-TWas 
on; ſhe Kiſt it with hei Coral Lips, & when Crac 
ſhe read it. ſhe lodged it in her inowy Bo- tune 
tom. From this day Mr. Crack's viſits were this 
trequent, but always in the Grenadiers ab- his \ 
lence; when this impertinent Brother was EY 
with her; he was obliged to content him-Per a 
iclt with looking on this fair Production of Þoul 
Nature; about this time an honeſt Fellow n 
had ſet up a Cook's ſhop oppoſite to Raga» 
bella's, here was a ſecure retreat tor Crack, 
here he could feaſt his Eyes, & fill his Belly, 
without fear or dread. His Amours went 
on very ſucceſſſully for ſeyeral mouths; at Pe 
length the God of Love, the little wanton his e 


Veit). 
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m Deity, who deiights to ſport with Puny 
\ce | Mortals; threw a Dart trom Nagabella's 
my] Eye., which transfix d a Noblemans Foot- 
{on man to the Heart. This Spark in Livery 
al ; ſell paſſionately in Love; he ſoon diſcover- 
ber. led Crack to be his Rival, and immediately 
„Il ſet his Wits to work how he might diſgrace 
lar- Ih im, and remove him from College: The 
| Plot he laid was malicious &effectual; Skip 
rer. | had an Intrigue with the Daughter of 
ICracl's Laundreis, which terminated in a 
„ela Pregnancy; by the management of Skip it 
-Cti- Was rumour'd about that ſhe had declared 
„hen [Crack to be the ſole Author of her mistor- 
Bo- tune, and the Inſtrument ot bringing her to 
were this apparent ſhame: She imagined by 
his wicked lmputetion to get a jum of Mo- 
ey from Crack and his Friends, to iet up 
er and her intended Husband in an Ale- 
oule ; The thing was practicable, and ſhe 
ellow ene w Inftances oi the like Nature. Upon 
daga [his accuiation of her's, Crack received the 
ack, Pongratulations of his Acquaintance, not 
zelly, ithout ſome Encomiums on 1o early a 
went Proof of his Manhood; which were no way 
s; at pleaſing to him; Repeated complements on 
an ton his aflair teized him & ve xed him to tuch 
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A degree, that he determined to'leaye Col- 


and Affection; the unfortunate Lovers were 


Teeth were driven out of their Sockets, & 


_ hilted Sword in the hands of a Ruffian. 


misfortunes, he got his Noſe put into jome 


trom College the next Morning. iy 


STROLABELLA 


lege without any Ceremony; but not with- 
out clearing himſelf of the Aſperſion & de- 
fending his Innocence to his dear Nagabel- 
la. He tound his charmer repoſed cn aCouch, Þ q, 
he placed himſelt by her, & while he was 
embracing her with the utmoſt Innocence 


ſurprized by Ragabella's Brother, who with: 
an unexampled cruelty disfigured the moſt 
Beautiful Countenance in the World. The 
Eyes of Ragabela which delighted all Be- 
holdeis, were in an Inſtant ſealed up, Her 


Crack's Noſe laid even with his Face; all 
this Barbarity was executed by a Basket 


Behold here a ſudden Revolution! Crack 
in the morning thought himſelf the happi- 
eſt Man alive, at Noon he was diigraced by 
a Whore, and at Night defaced by a Bully. 
Being unable to oppoſe ſuch a Torrent of 


tolerable order, and privately took bimfcl 
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CHAP. VIII. 


A Continuation of Crack's Hier 


OM E Months after Crack left Col- 

lege, having jome Intereſt in che Navy, 
he was entertained on board one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships of War, in the ſtation ot Mid- 
ſhipmen; here he continned {ſeveral years, & 
having onee bought a Duel with ſucceſs, he 
got the Reputation of a bra ve Fellow. In 
proceſs of time he entirely torgot Ragabel. 
la; he was much improved in his ſtature & 
a Man ot Gallantry & Intrigue. He addict- 
ed himſelf more to Poetry than Navigation, 
and commenced Amours in every Port he 
came to. At length where the Ship was or- 


dered to be paid off, he tell in Love with 


three Ladies at once viz, A Semſtrefs, a 
Ribbon Weaver, and a Glove-waſher, He 
wrote Letters in the tame Words to all threez 
but his Perfid y was joon detected His three 
Miſtre ſſes one day met together, Crack was 
the iubject of their converiation; One of 
them read a Letter, the others found it ver- 
bally the 1ame with that which each of 
them received; this palpable Falſhood ex- 
aſperated them to the higheſt degree. The 

| . Sem⸗ 


A b 


Semſtreis menaced Death and deſtruction; 


ſpe communicated the affair to her Brother, 


who was a Stout Ship carpenter in the K's. 


Yard; he no looner heard of the Indignity 


offered to his Siſter, but he yow'd revenge, | 
and ſwore if Crack did not repair the inju- 


ry by Marriage, he would Emaſculate him 
with his Mallet & Chiſel. However he did 
not keep his Diabolical reſolution ſo much 
a ſecret, but Crack had friendly. notice of 


it, and being determined not to be Hector'd 
into Matrimony againſt his Laclination ; or 
be deprived of his Virility in 10 ridicalous 
a manner; as ſoon as the Ship was paid off, 


he immediately made the beſt of his way. 


And now having Leiſure to teflect on the 


ill ſucceſs of his Amours, his Noſe almoſt 


irre parably ruin'd by one Brother, and in 


danger of being more inhumanly treated by 
another; He thought to give over prolecu- 


ting any more Love adventures, eſpecially 


it there was a Biother in the caſe. He tra- 


velled ſometime like aGentlemanz at length 


finding his money almoſt exhauſted, at a 


great diſtance irom his Friends, not know: 
ing where to have a treih ſupply,” he got 
binyelf admitted among theF agrantes. Here 


* 
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he found the Lovely Srrolabella, he thought 


her a Temptation too great for Human Na- 


ture to reſiſt, and having enquired whether 


ſhe had a Brother, being anſwered in the 
Negative; he proſeſſed himſelf her admirer. 


I canriot- conclude this part ot Mr. Crachs 
Hiſtory without obſerving that he was fat 


irom diſcovering any Avarice or Ambition 


in his Amours. As he was born and educa- 
ted a Gentleman he ought to have Soar'd 
higher, but he was certainly the moſt mo- 
deft Man alive in his Pretenſions to the fair 
Sex. I muſt likewiſe inform the Reader, that 
Crack was not this Gentlemans real Name, 


nor was it aſſumed by himſelf, but conferr'd 


on him by others: Not beeauſe as was Fre- 
quently reported, he received a Knock in 


the Cradle, but quite the reverſe; his Intel- 


lets were tuppoled to be impaired by his 
profound Literature, and his Skull incapa- 
ble of containing his Superabundant know - 
ledge. . He did not move in the Ordinary 
Sphere, his actions were Excentrical, - his 
Sentiments ſo exalted, and his Expreſſions 
ſo Sublime, that I have reaton to believe 
him to be ſtrongly Influenced by the Pla- 
net Luna. Fortune however giddy & in- 

N F 2 . £0N-» 


> 


STROLABELL A, 
conſtant, was Crack's conſtant Adverſary, 


no Man was more uſ'd to her Frowns, and 
no Man lefs regarded them. And I have 


often thought Crack merited a better fate. 


Indeed I muſt begg Mr. Crack's pardon, if 
after allowing him more Wit & Learning 
than are generally found among the F agran- 
zes, I cannot by any means allow him com- 
mon Senſe; but this is a Jewel rarely to be 
met with, and more uncommon than People 
imagine. I leave him at Preſent making 
Love to Strolabelia; and now proceed to 
Spout his formidable Rival. 


„„ I Os Ks 

Deſcription of Spout the Tragedian. 
QPOUT was the Flower of Strolero's 
Flock, and incomparably the beſt Actor 
among them; it Truncheon was the beſt fi- 
gure, Spout had the beit Lungs, though his 
Voice was Stentorphonically loud, it was 
ſweet and muſical. Spout appeared Daily as 
well dieft in the ſtreets, as 5 Tavern Draw- 
et in the Park on aSunday. He was the on- 
ly one among the Vagramies who converied 
with Gentlemen; &rolero was reckoned by 


hem 
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ary, them a meer Hog, Truncheon an Hypocon- 
and Idriae, Crack a Madman, and Spout an hear- 


ave [ity Bottle Companion. lr is certain, Spout 


fate. knew how to behave among Gentle ne 
n, it if he had been uted to them from his In- 
fancy: Though he was very diverting to 
his Superiours, he was often Iniolent to 
his Brethren, he look'd upon the Vagrantes 
> be with an Eye 'of contempt; but this was on- 
ople ly by ſtarts, and generally the effect of E- 
ing briety. There was one thing very remark- 
d to fable in his Converſation, which was this, 


that Quantity of Liquour which would in- 


toxicate another Man's Parts and Under- 
ſtanding made out more Learned & Wile; 
there was not a Perſon in the Univerſe of 
more extenſive Knowledge than Sport in his 
ero's Cups. In this humour he was for ever diſ- 
.Qtor | pucing with Crack, where he had always 


ſt fi- the Advantage ot him, for when Crack was 


ply'd with halt a dozen Glaſſes, he was 
more unintelligible than a Welch Moun- 


would pervert the whole Order of Nature, 
turn the Stars out of their proper Hemil- 
pheres, and fix the Sun's Meridian at the 


the 


taineer, talking Engliſh in a Paſſion. Spout 


North Pole. * . the ſecret Hiſtory of 


E 


— 42 8 CE 
"SAI AS Et ² 1Ä = 


an 


88225 
8 


— KO Ware. 


2 
27 
vn \ 
— * 
_— 
* 
0 
— a r =... Ui 2 | > — 
- 1.9 3 8 * by — _ — 
EEE rr  ArRIITn Is, JÞ..-TETTSTT.. Pang 


: r 


S TROLA BELLA 
the moſt celebrated Heroes of the Agchinice | 
King Theodore and he were fellow Appren- Jude 
tices, and both work'd as Journeymen toſtill h. 
Thamas Couli Can, whom he could prove toqyery 
have been ſome years ago a Barber tithe 
Drurvlane Play-houſe. He affirmed thathella 
this Prodigy of the Eaſtern World hadper, t 
learnt the Art of War from the Stage, and Or C 
the firſt Time he had any Notions of a Mi- pn 9 
litary Life was when he tumbled out of theſer in 
Belly of the Trojan Horſe in Lees Booth at Mon 
Southwark Fair. T his extravagant talk wasiigr. 
once the Occaſion of ſowing the Seeds oſſtice © 
Ditcord between him and Crack, which Hun 
would have ended in a bloody Boxing match, run 
if they had not awakened in a more Pacifichnd t 
Humour, than when they went to Bed: So 
briety gave cach of them another turn of 
Thought, and the Affair was toon amicably 
made up to their mutual Satisfaction in a 
Gin ſhop. Spout being a very good Actor, 7h 
the Love Scenes frequently between him] ex 
and Strolabel a; ſhe had acquired an extra- 
ordinary Regard for him, But Spout was a 


Gentleman of tuch T emper, that he thought Þis | 
tbe fineit Woman in the Univerſe was not [Aſi 

to be brought in Competition with the Piicc 
| a n Juice [ 
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Age aice of the Grape; He uſed Wine as a Pre- 
ren. ude to Love, and ſeldom viſited $7ro/abella 
en toffill he had drank a Bottle or two: He was 
ve tofyery Eloquent in his Cups, and ſpoke beft 
r tq; ĩthout Premeditation. He pleaſed Sirola- 
thathella more with his carelets negligent man- 
hadſher, than Truncheon with his Complaiſance, 
„and Or Crack with his Flattery. She look'd up- 
Mi- pn Spout as a Rake, a very amiable charact- 
f theſer in the Eyes of the unthinking part of 
th at MWomankind: But he fell afterwards into 
© WaiYliſgrace with Sirolabella, as I ſhall take No- 
is Office of in a proper Place: In the mean while 
rhich{Humanity calls upon me to relieve Mr. 


atch,Wruncheon from his Irktome Confinement, 
acifichnd bring him out to breathe the open Air. 
n off "7 en, 
ably CHAP. X. 

in a Contains the manner of Travelling among 
Actor, the Vagrantes, with ſore diverting Occur- 
him] ences on the Road. * 

xtra- R. Truncheon was by this time cue 
Was a of the Scrubado, Ragamnſſina during 


ught Þis Liineſs attended him, not only with the 
s not Aſſiduity of a Nurſe, but even with the 
the egen of a Wie; He was in good Order 
juice tor 
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for Travelling. Strolero's Company wete 
preparing for another Place, one of the larg- 
eſt Cities of the Kingdom, where they pro- 
poſed to take up their Winter quarters. At 
their ſetting out, Strolabella & Ragamuſſina 
were leated in one Cart, which was ftrong- 
ly guarded by Spout, Truncheon and Crack: 
Spout being a Man of of Taſte, walk'd with 
a Stick taller than himſelf; Truncheon was 
compleatly Arm'd, with a Theatrical Foil, 
a pair of Piſtols without Locks uſed by 
Captain Macheath in the Beggar's Opera, 
Na I runcheon concealedin his Breaſt; Gr act 
walked with a Fiſhing-rcd in his Hand, & 
a Pipe in his mouth. That they might want 
no Refreſhment on the Road, Ragamuſjin: 
had a Bottle of Rum in her Lap, & Strola. 
bella a whole Alphabet ot Gingerbread 
They entertained each other on the Road 
with ſeveral diverting Songs; there is not 1 
let ol merrier mortals breathing than th Spot 
27 azrantes. This Gaiety which had laſted Jor 1 
for halfa dozen Miles, was then interrupted balt 
by a Perſon on Horſe- back, exceedingly 35 
well mounted, and riding up to Spout whdtake 
had an admirable Skill in Phiſognymy; he But 


. - 


Knew the Profeſſions of People by thei! this 
ö Countenance 
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wete countenances, and diſcovered by bis * 
larg- that this Gentleman was a modern Knight 
pro- Errant; One who had granted himſeli A 1 
. Atl cence to raiſe contributions on the Publick. 
Mina] This Perſon asked Shot, which way he was 
ng - I travelling ? dðyout immediately replyed far 
rack from the Queſtion, Sir, we are Players; Play- 
with ers, ſaid the Stranger, why then give me a 
Was 77 ragedy ſpeech: Spout with an uncommon  _ 
Foilſ preſence of Mind, addreſſed him i in this 0 
d byf manner, viz : 


perl Angels, & Miniſters of Grace, lee 12 
Alt thou a Spirit of Flealth, or Goblin 
Aamu d? | 
as, Bring ft with thee Airs from Fleav'n ? or 
Blaſts from Hel, 
Se Then com'ſt in ſuch a Dye ſtionable ſoaps, © 
ey 1 will ſpeak to Thee, Gc. 


not The Highwayman being convinced of 
n the Spout's ſincerity, and knowing no Precedent 
laſted for robbing a Player, preſented Spout with 
upted halt a Crown to drink his Health, and as he 
ingly] was riding off, Ragamufſina deſired him to 
t uh take a Dram, whict was kindly accepted; 
; he Bat while the Bottle was at his Mouth, 
thei this Bloody „* made a 6852 | 
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STROLABELL A. 


to Truncheon to knock him off his 
Horſe; But Truncheon was a Gentleman of 
nice Sentiments of Honour, and as he never 
heard that any of the Vagrantes, had ever 
received an Injury from the Gentlemen of 
the Road, he juffered him to proceed on his 
Adventures without any moleſtation. The 
Highwayman had not rode above an hun- 
dred yards, when his Hoiſe ſtartled, and had 
not the Maſter been a very expert Rider, 
he had (inevitably fallen to the Ground; 

this Timidity of the Horſe, it ſeems, was 


oceaſioned by the ſight of Buskin, who was. 
very gravely ſtalking before an other Cart, 


which conveyed his Wite with a ſucking 
Child, and the aged Sirolabunda. The bold 
Adventurer being pretty well acquainted 
with Plays, accolts Surkin in theſe Words. 


Approach thou like the rugged Ruſſian Bear, 


The arm'd Rhinoceros, or ihe Hircanian 
5 Tyger; 

Tale any babe hut that, and my brave Horſe 

2 ue ver line. 


Sir, lays Bus bin, excellentiy well ipoken 
for a Gentleman, though but 10o, fo, for an 


A®tor. Pray Sir, lays the High way man, arc 
you 
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you related to young Hamlet T {poke with 
juſt now? yes Sir, ſays Buskin, T have the 
Honour to be his Father's Ghoſt ; upon my 
Soul ( ſays the Highwayman ) an excellent 
Figure for a Ghoſt, though but ſo, ſo, for 
the Ghoſt ofa King ; I really took you for 
the Apparition of an honeſt Comerade of 
mine, who was ſome time ago ſuſpended at 
Tyburn, and afterwards tent to take the Air 
on Houn Heath : Mr. Buskin anſwered 
in a Tragedy Tone, I am indeed untortu= 
nate, but not aſham'd of being ſo. Pray Sir 
(ſays our Knight Errant) who are theſe 
Ladies riding in State? I tuppole the elder 
is mother SHhipton; No Sir, ſays Buskin;lhe 
is one of the Witches in Macbeth, who flies 
by Night; and the other is Queen Eliz#- 


it from the Wind; In to him, my Lord, 


STROLABELL A, 

1 obſerve vou have a very odd way of wear: 

Ing your Garter, for it is fix d to your Hat 
Inſtead of your Leg; pray Sir ( replics Buſ- 
Lin) ] defire you will talk with a little 
more Reſpect of my Garter ; youdon'tknow 
but ir is part of the very Ribbon yoar 
Crmerade wore, during his Svfpenſicn at 
Burn The Robher perceiving Buskin to 
be a Man of Wit and Humour, prefented | 
the jucking Princeſs his Doughter, with a 
Piece of Silver, then lets looſe the Reins of 
his Bridle, the Horſe flew twift as the Wind, 

and both Man and Beaſt were inviſible 1 in a 
Moment. 

The foremoſt Cart had all this while been 
Waiting for Buskin's, and the Company be- 
ing now cloſe together, this Ad venture enter- 
tained them the remaining part of the 757 
till they arrived at their Inn. Ragamufſina 
curs'd 7runcheon for not obeying her ſignal; 

Stroiabeha applauded him, for ſuffering the 
Gentleman to make his Eſcape, and yow'd 
it was Pity ſo comely a Perſon ſhould be 
brought to diſgrace; Truncheon laid, as he 
was born and- bred a Gentleman, he would 
not debaſe bis Birth, and diſhondut his E- 


EP for the Name of a Thief. catcher: 


Couf 


to | 


5 Spout was Migbtily 
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pleas'd at the Half 
Crown, and ſwore he believed he had din'd 
with him once in Clare-marker, and that he 
was the famous Turpin: Crack ſaid he liked 
him io well, that he wolud compoſe a Dy- 
ing Speech, and an Elegy for him & have 
them in readineis againſt the Aſſizes, when 
he did not doubt, but the Gentleman would 
have occaſion for them: Buskin had 
very grateful Sentiments of the Preſent 
to bis Child, which was a Queen Ann's 
ſhilling; but, chough in other reipects a Man 
of very good Senſe, he was fo entirely ig- 
norant as to the Value & Denomination of 
any Coin but Copper, hisWite being always 
Purſe- bearer; that he took it far a Corona» 
tion Medal. 


ä 


CHAT. XI. 


An Account of Harlequino, and ſeveral paſ- 
3 at the Iun. 


H E N they arrived at the Inn, the? 
met with Harlequino, whom they 
imagined by this Time had been at his Jour- 
ney's end; for he was ſent ſome days before 


to 5 the Stage | in order, and put up the 


Scenes, 


STR O LABEL LA 
oor. 


Scenes, being a very uſeful Perſon on ſuch Whe: 
. But it teems Harlequino was to ſame 
delighted with the Scituation of this Vil- lame 
lage, that he had taken a Proſpect ot it, & xbis l 
being very Ingenious with his Pencil, heffirous 
was preparing a Sketch to preſent to jomel pared 
generous Gentleman, from whom he might Acro, 
expect an Hand ſome Return. Harlequino ſthem 
was the moſt Univerſal Actor living, he nad fer of 
Travelled through all Counti ies, and had Mut. 
Acted on every Stage in the Known World, [the s 
He was throughly acquainted with their live 
whole Catalogue, and bad played every Inn 
Character in Tragedy, Comedy, Farce, O- Itulat 
pera and Pantomime Entertainment. Nay, ſtents 
he could act the part of a Brute, as well as led t. 
that of a Man, and he perſonated a Dog to ſetui 
Admiration: His Genius even cxtended be- fwho 
yond the Limits of Mortality; No man ſthe 
could repreſent a Skeleton more naturally, Pf tl 
or act Death more to the Life. He was not Þþn tt 
only an Actor, but a maker of Actors; I Þhe « 
have heard he once compleated a whole het, 
Company of them, out of no other Materi- Pra 
als than an old Elbow Chair, and a broken er 
Jointſtool ; The Grand Couit of Fr ance, val 
the Devil and Doctor Fauſtus, the Blacka- | 


MOOT 
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oor Lady, ha little Tumbler, Punch, Joan, 

lach Wheelbarrow and all, were carved out the 

as ſoſame Wood, and the Workmanſpip of the 
Vil-hame Hands. Harlequino, during his ſtay in 
it, & tbis little Town, found the People very de- 
I, heffirous of ſeeing 2 Play; therefore he pre- 
lome| pared a Theatie againſt the Arrival of the 
light Actors; He likewiſe provided a Dinner for 
bn hem, and as Harlequins was a great Admir- 
nad fer of Soop, he cooked up ſome excellent 
had {Mutton Broth, made out of that part of 
orld, [the Sheep, Which had the Honour when, 
their klive to wear the Horns. The Hoſt of the 
very Inn was a very civil Gentleman, he congra- 
ulated the ſafe Arrival ot his Gueſts, pre- 
lented them each with a Dram, & conduct- 
d them into the Dining Room: As he was, 
etuming to the Kitchen, he eipyed Busſin. 
ho had lag'd behind = was juſt entring 
he Door; taking him by his Habit, to be 
rally, pf the Order of Mendicants, he accofts him 
s not in this manner, Pray Triend call by and by, 
13 be Gentlemen and Ladies have not Dined 
hole ier, and at preſent we have no thing for you; 
teri- Pray Friend, replies Buskin, tel. the Gentie- 
oken en aud Ladies if they Dine without me, 1 
hall tale a very 105 but in the firft Place, 
cka- | give 


"STR OLAB EL LA. 

ive me a Dram; Harleg uino hearing the 

oice of Buskin, immediately ran to em- 
brace him, deſiring the Landlord to let him 
have a Dram of the beſt, then whitpered him 
that his Name was Bus lin, a celebrated 
Attor, a man of infinite Humour & worth 
Money; z but generally travelled in Diſguiſe 
for the Security of his Perſon & his Wealth. 
Mr. Buskin having taken off his Dram, fol-| 
lowed Harliquino into the Dining Roum, 
where they all fell to cating in an amicable 
manner. After Dinner they began to con- 
. fult about a Play; being not a little puzz- 
led how to proceed for want ofCloaths and 
Scenes, for theſe paſſed through the Dayfl 


before, with Strolero & ſome others of the Pe 


Company. Harlequino propoſed to theni 
the Comic part ot the Spaniſh Fryar, as re- 


quiring the feweſt Actors, and moſt eaſily 7 


dreſt. He told them there was an Office iꝰs 


Valet in the Houſe very well dreſt, he], 


would borrow hisCloaths for Mr. Tranchcon, 
who was to act the part of the Colonel; 
That Strolabella had nothing to do but to 


pull off her Bed Gown, «nd put on her“ 


Hoop to be dreſt well enough for Elvira; 
As i for Mr. 5nskin the Fryar, if the Ladies 


would 
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would but lend their Aſſiſtance, he would 
dreſs him better than ever he appeared on 
the Stage in Drury Lane: that Madam 
Sirolabunda had a very handſome plainblack 
Petticoat, and Ragamuſſina a quilted one; he 
hoped he had not followed the Buſineſs of 
Acting ſo long but out of two Petticoats, 
he could make aFryar's Gown: As tor bim- 
ſelf who was to play Gemes his own black 
Waiſtcoat and Breeches with Strolabella's 
ſhort Cloak would do cffeQtually: And for 
the other characters the Gentlemen might 
play them in their own wearing Apparel; 
He was very well affured they would at 
leaſt get Money enough to defray the Ex- 
pences of their Journey, and it they would 
walk into the yard with him he would ſhew 
them the Play-houſe. Encouraged by Harle- 
quino, they immediately reſolv'd to poſt 
Bills to advertiſe the People that they 
were to Act the Spaniſh Fryar that Even- 


STROLABELL A, 


0 


—— — 


e NE: 
A Deſcription of Harlequino's Theatre with 
the Succeſs of the Play, anda Grand 
H E Company of Stro/ers followed 
Harlequino into the Theatre, which 

was a commodious Barn; the Stage was a 
ſpacious Threſhing floor, elevated upon 
Turf placed in a regular manner: The Pit, 
Boxes, and Gallery, were laid together on 
this Occaſion, and the Benches were a doz- 
en of Norweyan Decals fixed upon Butter 
firkins: The Scenes were made of fine Clay; 
the Branches were Sticks tranſverſe & Suſ- 
-pended by packthread As for Scenes they 
had only two Wings & a Flat, the Curtains 
of a Bed tery'd for the firſt, and an old Skieen 
made an admirable Back-ſcene. Ragamuffi- 
aa having nothing to do in the Play, was 
order'd to take Money, Spout and Crack 
were Overſeers. Within four hour after their 
atrival, the Benches were full, the Actors 
dreſt, the Stage Illuminated, the Candles 
inuffed and every thing in order to begin. 
No Perſon ever made a more Grote ſque 
Figur, than £5512 in the character of Fa- 
N 15 ther 
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ther Dominic: Strolabunda's plain Petticoat, 
concealed him from the Hips downwards, 
and Nagamuffina s quilted one, from the 
Neck to the Hips; his Hands and Arms 


ſhew'd themſelves through the Pocket holes 


of the quilted Petticoat, the ſleeves of his 
Gown were a pair of Black ſtoc kings, which 
had formerly Feet, but Busbin had for ſome 
time made uſe of one of them to put his 
Parts in; and the ether to hold his Proven- 
der: His Cheeks were fluſh'd with red-lead 
and ſtuft with Tobacco: The oddity 
Dreſs, and the mannerof his Acting, exceed- 
ingly diverted the SpeQators: Truncheon, 
played the Colonel with unuſual Vivacity, 
and made a very Handſome appearance in 


in the Valet de Chambre's Cloaths ; Strola- 


bella was the delight of every Eye: Harle- 
qumo who performed the part of Gomez, 
outdid his Uſual Outdoingg, he entred into 
Character at once and preſerved it to Ad- 
miration, he acted the old Jealous Huncks 
ſo naturally, that though the Poet does not 


make him a Cuckold, the Audience could 


not forbear wiſhing him ene. The Play 
was going on to every Body's Satisfaction 
but Ragamiſſina s, ſne had taken a Dram 
; * n a 
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SRO LABEL L A. 


or two at the Door, and being always a 
turbulent Woman in her Liquor, ſhe look'd 
upon Truncheon and Sirolabelia with an evil 
Eve; ſhe imagined She had never ſeen 


Truncheon exert himielt ſo much before, that 


he was poſſeſſed with a real Paſſion for 
Strolabelia, when he was only to love her 
in Fiction, ſhe thought Strolabella reci pro- 
cally rouch'd; ſhe could not contain herſelf, 
as ſoon as the 'Colonel and Elvira had finiſh- 


ed the Scene which gave her this uncaſi- 


neſs and Torture, ſhe Hew with the utmoſt 
Fury into that part of the Theatre called 
the Drefſfing Room, attack'd Stro/aveha's 
Cap in an unmerciful manner, ſwore ſhe 
would ſpoil their Sport ; ſhe then raſh'd on 
Father Dominic, ſeiz d him by the Throat, 


and threatned that inſtant to ſtop the Cir- 
culation of his Blood, it he did not imme- 


diately jurrender the Quiited Petticoat; 

Buskiu would willingly have excuſed him- 
ielf from undreſſiug, but was obliged to 
ſubmit. By this time Spout and Crack were 


come from the Door, to Strolabella's aſſii- 


tance ; Ragamufſna had not only aſſaulted 
her Perſon, but alſo her Reputation, with- 
out mincivg the matter ſhe called hei broad 
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A Comical ROMANCE. 


Whore. iT 
IndignitKs with an unprecedented Patience; 
and the harſheſt Expreſſion ſhe made ule ot 


fin this Conflict, was uttered in thee tender 
and Pathetic Words, viz: Huh, you are 


an old, ugly, naſty. rotten, linking, Brandy- 
nog d, i bene B ch. Truncheon hear- 
ing the Word Brimſlons. was touch'd to 
the Quick, he concluded Stro/abela intend- 


led it as a Reflection on NRagamuſſina's Care 


and Attendance, during his late IIneſs; 
however he was too brave a Man to lift up 
his Hand againſt a Woman, therefore was 


going to revenge himſelf on Spout and Crack, 


but here the Valet obſtructed him, by whit-, 
pering him, Sir, if you have a mind to Box 


pray ſtrip, tor by G--d I will not have my 


Cloaths Spoiled, therefore along with me, 


then takes Truncheon with him into the 


Inn; Ragamuffina follo ved and, all was 


huſh'd in a Moment. Spout made an hand- 


ome Apology to the Audience and jung 


guino likewite gave em an Hu mond 
Song, and an Qutlandiſh Dance. The good 


their 
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The injured Strolabella bore thoſe | 


two or three Duettes withoͤtrolabella; Har- ä 


tured People thought they had Diverſion 
nough tor their Money, and departed o 
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their reſpective Homes very well ſatisfyed. 


STROL ABEL L 4 . 
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An EntertainingConverſation betweenSpou 5 


Crack and Strolebella, including a mate- 
rial Point of Strolabella's good Breeding 
which can not be omitted. 


R. Truncheon being diyaſted by the 
IVI Officer's Valet withdrew with Rag- 
amuffina to another Inn, who was very much 
Plumed at her Conqueſt; He entirely de- 
voted himſelſ to her Service, and S7rolavella 


nom this moment look'd on him with an] 
Eye of Contempt. The Amiable Virgin! 


waited on Atrolabunda to the Place ot Re- 
pole, and returned. to Spout and Crack de- 
ſigning to divert herſelt an Hour with the 


delightful Converſation of her Lovers; She 


did not ſcruple to take her Glais freely hav- 


ing an entire Confidence in the Gentlemen] 


with whom ſhe was engaged. Crack was 
ſeated on her Right ſide, and Spout on Her 
Left; ſhe deſired neither ot them to take 


cence, that if the Right ſide was the place 
of Honour, the left was neareſt the Heart | | 
20 cautious was ſhe of ditobliging either of 


A Com ical ROMAN CE. 


ed. her Lovers, that while Crack faluted Her, 
ſhe 1queez'd Spout by the hand; and when 
— | pour preſſed her Lips, ſhe would amorouſly 
tread on Grack's Toes, The Rivals were de- 
out, |fermined to exert their utmoſtPower fo be 
ate-| agreeable to her, and ſhe was reſolyed to be 
ding | as entertaing to them. Crack after expreſſing 
himſelf with all the Energy of Affection 
ſuitable to the Vehemence of his Paſſion 
the ; ? 7 
Rag- wrote the following Lines. 


nuch] Oh Strolabella! with a tender Eye, 

de- Reward my Paſſion, or behold me die; 
hella] 1 feel the Force of Love, it's Power confeſs, 
h an] Ican t admire you more, nor love you leſs. 
oy 3 _ Spout reſol ved not to appear inferior to 
„ gc- J his Rival in, Wit and Delicacy, addreſs d 
h the} bis Miſtreſs with an Extempore Song. 


; She] Oh lovely charming Bella! 


hav- Whoſe Beauties pierce my Heart, 
lemen Ao Tongue my Pain can tella, 

e was Nor Words expreſs the (mart. 

n Her] PI ſong hike Parinello = 

| take] A Tune thy Soul to Love. 


c place] Crack at my Voice turns yellow, - 
leart Aud envies me by love. 
ther of e 
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STROLdBELLA. 


Strolabella proteſted ſhe was never ſoem- 


þÞarrais'd in her Life, that ſhe was enamour- 


ed with each of them to ſuch a degree, ſhe 
could not tell to whom ſhe ſhould give the 
Preference; ſhe was that Inſtant afflicted 
with a Pain ſhe never ſelt before, but whi- 


determine. Her Paſſion ſoon diſcovered it 
ſelf to be nothing but Wind, the Exploſion | 
crimion'd herCheeks and turpriz'd her Lo. 
vers. Crack the beſt natur'd Man alive, wil- 
ling to ſpare a Virgin's Bluſhes, took the 
Indecency on himſelt, prelented the Lady 
with his Snuff-box, beſeeching Pardon for 
the unmannerly Diſcharge. Sport rallied his 
Rival on his Breeding and good Manners, 
that certainly ſuch excellent Mufic muſt be 
vaſtly entertaining to the young Lady, 
therefore he begg'd leave to call Euchore. 
Strolabella reproved Spout for bearing too 
hard on aGentleman for anInfirmity which 
the Politeſt Perſon might be jometimes li- 
able to, that a Roman Emperor had been 
celebrated for his Indulgence to his Subjects 
in caſes of this Nature, ſne could not charge 
her memory with his Name, but ſhe be- 


_— — 


therit was Love or the Cholic, Time muſt | 


lie ved ĩt was ei thex Claudius or Pope Gre- ches 


A Comical RC MAN dE. 


that the Hollauders, the beft bredPeople i in the 
Univerſe had inch Innocent and Salubrious 


reports of Nature in great Eſtimation: Gra- 
titude had tipp'd her Tongue with Elo- 
quence: and ſhe would have made an Har- 
rangue on this important Subject, which 
would have perpetuated her Fame to lateſt 


of his Rival, who ply'd him Cup after Cap, 


took his repole in an Elbow chair. Crack 


[retired to Bed, lulFd to Reft with contem- 


plating on the various PerteCtions of the 
, | Matchlels S7r04abelia. 


— — 


HAT. AIV. 


i contains the laſt days Travelling, with ſome 


material Occurences on the K 
N the Morn at dawn ot Light Ra- 


Horſe, was cquip'd tor her Jeurney ; Trun- 


—_— CC 


Poſterity, but being interrfipted by a re- 


turn of her diſorder, the baſhful Maiden 
- | modeſtly withdrew. 


Spout was now left to the management | 


He pour'd down the Hotpot in ſuch abun- 
dance, that he loſt the ute of ſpeech: He 


gamuſjma having procured a double 


| wn riding before her. Strolabella had now 
1 2 
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ST ROLABELLA. 
a Cart to herſelf, accompanied by Spour & 


Crack a Lover walking on each ſide. Spout | 


quite ftupid with the laſts Nights debauch 
and ſoon fatigued, intreated Strolabella to 
indulge him with a ſeat in the Cart; The 
charming Nymph, a miracle of ſweetneſs & 
good Temper condeſcended to his requeſt : 

He repoſed his Head on S7ro/abella's Knees 
a freedom which was by no means pleaſing 
to Crack, but that he might not have caute 
to believe this Familiarity ſhould prejudice 
him in bis Love; while Spout was Hleeping, 
Strolabella converſed with Crack in the 
Language of the Eyes, her Ogles were 
vaſtly expreſſive and ſeem'd to give an In- 
dubitable demonſtration of the ſincerity of 
Her affection. Truncheon's attachment to 
Ragamufjina had for ever divorced him from 
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Strolabella, and Crack had no Competitor toſ heri. 


d read but Spout. And now the Momentſ well 
approaches in which Spout falls into theſPrac 
utmoſt dilgrace, his mistortunes'T hope willſtafte 
will be a warning to Lovers; a 'Leflon tolſhe t 
Avoid Tritemperance! and Nightly exceſſes ſpeal 
Tne Jolting of the Cart occaſioned the vaſtſderir 
quantity of Liquids he hed ſo lately drank the x 
10 Operate; and not . it in his Poweſcour: 
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A Comical ROMANCE, 


to ſhew a due regard to decency and Love, 


The delicate Lady quite fick with the nau- 
jeous Torrent, implored Crack's aſſiſtanee, 
to diſengage her from ſo filthy a Monſter. 
Crack obedicnt to the gentle call of Love, 
opened his Arms to receiye her. He telt 


he Caſcaded abundantly inSzro/abeila's Lap. 


bs, 


inneffable Joy, he was as happy as he could 


defire; he had her now entirely in his care: 
They walk'd with conjunctive hands, Crack 
all the way ridiculiag Spout, and avowing his 
own pretenſions. Strolabella grew tired with 
walking, and at the firſt Village procur'd a 


Horſe for herſelf and Lover; They rodefor 


ſome Hours exceedingly delighted with 
each other, their whole talk was Love, ſhe 
had an admirable notien of that Paſſion, a 


irom}fine Romantic turn of thought; & expreſſed; 


or tOſherfelt on this ſubj 
ment well skill'd in the Theory but even in the 
o theſPractic part; not that ſhe herſelf had ever 
e Willltaſted the delicious poyton, but really when 
on toſſhe talk'd of Love, ſhe could not forbear 


ject as a Perſon not only. 


ceſſesſipeakiug with a ſimplicity of diftion bor- 


e Yallfdering on Obſcenity: But this T take to be 
irankſthe prejudice of Education. From her dil- 
Powe courte a Perſon would imagine her an eaſie 
( 12 conqueſt, 


 STROLABELL A, 
conqueſt, bur her virtue repell'd all attacks, 
and Crack was charm'd wirh her Accents: 
whilſt he was liſtening to the Melodious 
Syren, the Horſe ſtumbled, & the amorous 
Couple fell to the Ground; the Titubation 
of the Beaſt had placed Strolabella in a: po- 
ſition which will not admit of deſcription. 
Crack did: not even attempt to raite her, all 
his Faculties were loſt in Ad miration. Stro- 
labella was thus far fortunate in her Fall, 
that her Countenance was entirely veil'd ſo 
that her Bluſhes were concealed from her 
Lover; when ſhe had recover'd her diſorder 
ſhe look'd on Crack with Rage & Indigna- 
tion. Pray Madam (ſaid he) why ſo much 
Lightning in your Eyes? She reply'd in an 
angry Lone, coula my Eyes ſlaſb Lightning, 
yours had been firuck bind before this fatal 
Accident befeil me: But ſince it has expoſed 
me to your Mirth, iet me not be the Subject 
of your Ridicule. Crack i in Rapture anſwer- 


ed, the Subject of my Ridicule! No Madam, 


ſo far from that, you ſhall be the Object of 
my Adoration. Oh thou trantcendant Char- 
mer ! thou haſt opened unto me an unima- 
gin'd Mine of tolid Joy. Ob let me ruſb up- 
an the f in a Storm of Love, and beat. w_ 
159 
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A Comical ROMANCE. 
thy Guard of Honour all before me. Whilſt 
he was expreſſing himſel thus in Franſport, 
the Perſon who own'd the Horſe was come 
up to the Amorous Pair, Strolabella think- 
ing him a more expert Rider than Crack, 
entruſted herſelf to his Care, the remainder 
of the Journey; and left her Lover to en- 
joy the Plentitude of Imagination, by ru- 
minating on the Auſpicious Adventures of 
the Day. Crack had Strolabella always be- 
fore him, his creating Fancy pretented her 
Image to his View; An ardent defire of 
Fruition chac'd away ail Platonic Ideas, it 
caus'd an Ebullition in his Blood; He ima- 
gined in her Arms an Heaven of Blils, and 
was impatient to obtain the Ecſtatic Joy. 
In his Walk he overtook Buslin, who had 
ſtray d away from his Company and had 
been regaling on a Sallad colle&-d in the 
neighbouring Ditch, and retreſhing himſelf 
on the pure Jimpid ſtream. A clamorous 
Wife and a ſqawling Brat, had oblig'd this 


| | Gentleman to ſeek for Comtort in Solitude. 
But meeting with Crack, their Converſati- 


on was altogether employ'd in the Praiſe 
and Reproaches of Women. Crach repre- 
ſenting em as Creatures ot an Angelic mold, 
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6 Strolero on account 
kin abus d hy Spout, Spout beaten; Stro- 


STROLABELLA 


and Buskin curſing the whole Sex. The 


one diſplay ing his Rhetoric in enumerating 
the Pleaſures ot the Nuptial Paradite, 
the other repreſenting it as a Texteſtrial 
Hell. Mrs. Buzkin it ſeems, had either care - 
leſly Spilt or ungenerouſly >wallowed the 
very Brandy that was 3 tor their 
mutual ſupport on their Journey, by which 
means ſhe had exat 
the higheſt pitch of Fury and Deſperation, 
Crack allay'd the Tempeſt of his mind by 
prelenting him a Cordial out of a Vial 
which he always us'd in Travelling. Busbin 
had grateful ſentiments of Crack's Genero- 
ſity, and was ſoon perſuaded to a Reconci- 
liat ion. They ſoon got up with the Carts, 


Mr. Spout was reftor'd to Sobriety, Mrs 


Buskin rejvic'd at the fight of her Husband, 
and at the Approach of Night they arriv- 
ed in Cecent Order to their Journey's End. 


——_—_— 
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CHAP. XV. 
Crack Entertained by Strolabella, affronted 


labe lla and her Lovers turn d out of the 


Inn, 


perated her Husband to 


of his Riches: Bus- | i 


| 


A Comical ROM A NCE. 


Inn, and repair to the Bear and ragged 
„„ e 


1223 TROLAGELLA had employed a per- 


| 


| Srrolere and Spout: Strolero obſerving an 


i I fon to watch Crack's arrival, and to 
conduct him to her Lodgings. Here Crack 
found an agrecable Re paſt prepared for him, 
but the Lovers were ſoon interrupted by 


Entertainment no way ſuitable to the Par- 
cimony of his Temper; with bis uſual Hu- 
manity, adviſed the Maſter of the Houle to 
be upon his Guard, that the Gentlemen of 
his Company were a ſort of People who 
called for every thing and paid for nothing. 
Crack was at a lois how to behave, he could 
not openly reſent this Indignity in Regard 
of his relation to his dear Siro/abella. He 
imagin'd the Landlord might give Credit 
to Strolero's words, and regard him as a 
wretch infected with the Contagion of the 
Times, and a fflicted with baſe jeandalous 
Poverty. Happy was it jor Crack that he 
was now in the Zenith of his Proſperity, he 


- 


expotcd his Golden Treaſure to publick view 


it was dignified with a royal Impreſſion, & 


equal in value to the eight part of a Moy-- 
&Gore, Strolero could icaice belie ve his Fyes 


ST ROLABELLA 


He ſwore he had been twenty years direct- ple 
or of a Company, and never met with ſuch I had 
an aſtoniſhing Inſtance of a Player's Fruga- | ſne 
lity: He even preſumed to call Crack's Ho- or t 
neſty in Queſtion, with ſome Imputations | cp! 
on the conduct ot Strolabella, He charged 
her with pledging her Mother's Jewels to | the 
raiſe this immenie ſum for he: Lover toto b 
make him appear conſiderable in the Eyes | mak 
of the World. Strolabe/la prettily replyed | wer, 
if ſhe loy'd a Gentleman to the degree her I bre 


and took himſelt away. | 
Spout though he entered the Houſe with 


Inclinations led them to encourage Thea- 
trical Diverfions? ſhe anſwered that former 
ly ſne had Known Players get a vaſt dealpany 
of Money here, but that now-a-days Peo-Bu;/ 


pl 
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Ct ple had not much to ſpare, and they who 
ach | had Money, had other ways of laying it out; 
g | ſhe believed a good Company for a Month 
or two might do vety well: But if they 
expected any Buſineſs, the firſt Step ſhe 
would adviſe them to, ſhould be to confiſie 


to be governed by a Mad-inan, they would 
make but a fooliſh ſtory of it. Whilſt they 
were talking of this affair, a Meſſage was 
brought to Strolabella from her Grandmo- 
ther, to acquaint her ſhe had private Lodg- 
ings ready for her, and had been jome 
Hours expecting her; Strolabella ſent her 
Excuſe that ſhe was tatigued, and undreis'd, 
Aland could not that Night remove from the 
withſInn. The Perſon who condeicended to 
bring this Meſſage was Mr. Bus tin; as100n 
tookſas he was gone, the Landlady asked Spout 
Spout|what poſt in the Company that Man might 


ow, and an out Penſioner belonging to 
ilmainham, and Candleinuffer to the Com- 
ſt dealpany: This Diicourie was overheard by: 
s Peo uskin, who inſtantly returned, and with a 
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STROLABELL A, 
very compoled Countenance caſt his Eyes 
on Shout, telling him, he knew him to be 
a Scoundrel, and therefore as he could not 
give bim Gentleman's Satis faction, he would 
chaſtiſe bim in a proper manner; with that 
he lends Spout two or three Blows with his 
Stick, and leayes the Houle with the Gra- 
vity of a Stateſman, and the Temper of a 
Philoſopher, The Landlord having been 
witneſs of io much ditorder, in 10 little a 
time, and concluding they were all mad, 
brought ia his Bill without being called lor, 
and told them his Beds were taken up by 
other ſort of Gueſts, theretore he gave them 


| timely notice to ſeek foi Lodging ſome- 


where elſe: He added it they enquired at 


| the Bear and Ragged Staff, they might find] A 
Accomodations ſuitable to their Quality 3 & 


the Man who kept the Houſe had been 


uſed to ſuch ſort of People, and knew better] 


how to deal with them than any One elſe.“ di 


This was a g:cat Mortification to be dit- 


graced in this manner on their firſt arrival, 
however the Reckoning was paid, & Stro- 
label a after ſtaying iome minutes in the 
ſteipping Room, to pull ot the Cloath 
the had borrowed flom the Daughter Ben 
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A Comical ROMANCE. 
Houſe and fo put on her own, was conduct- 
ed to the Bear and ragged Sraff by her two 


Lovers, where they were treated with the 
utmoſt Civility and good manneis. | 


. —— 


——— 


„ OM MAY.: Ms 
Strolabella Reſides at the Bear and Ragged 


Staff, alters her Conduct towards her 
Lovers, is Satyriz'd by Crack, gets him 


Arreſied : Crack's Eſcape, his Poem, Stro- 


labella leaves the Vagrantes, which occaſi- 
ons the Diſſolution of the Company, the Au- 


thor concludes the Hiſtory with a Scheme in 


favonr of the Vagrantes in general. 


S Trolabella was to well pleaſed with her 
Entertainment at the Bear and Ragged 
Staff, that ſhe made it the Place of her Re- 
ſidence during her ſtay in the City. Her a- 


biding there piocur'd abundance cf Cuſtom 


to the Houſe, & brought it in extraordinary 
Reputation, It was not only the Rendeyouz 
of the agrantes, but was likewiſe much fe- 


"rhe ſorted to by People of Worth and Credit. 
oathy Srolabella had not only acquired the Cha- 
ofthd racter of an excellent Ackteis but was alſo 
oui leputed 4 Wit, her Converſatien was exceed- 


4 iyogly 


r =_ —— 2 2 Es 
> — ed — wedll en — —.— | 
l = — — a i — : . _ 
Ne - 


STROLABELLA, 


ingly cofirted, and being often in Company 
with Perſons of ſaperior- Rank and Serie | ti 
to any of her own Tribe, 


ber Mind be- 
came more enlarged; She had a great Prof- 


pett before her, a diſtant View of Pomp & 


Equipage. She rellected on the Hiſtories of | 


the moſt celebrated Actreſſes of the Britiſh 
Stage, ſhe found One in the Arms of a Mo- 


narch, another interr'd among Nobility, & 
a third living in all the Splendour ot aDut- 
che ſs. 


Now was the Time of laying the 
Foundation ot her riſing Fortune, ſhe did 
not queſtion but her Merit would procure 
her an caſy Acceſs to the Theatre Royal, 
here ber Excellencies would be more con- 


ſpicuous and poſſibly be ſuitably rewarded. 


And now ſhe made uſe of Spout and Crack 
as Perſons of no conſequence but to paſs an 
Idle Hour with. Crack was not inch a No- 
vice in Love, but he found the Alteration; 


he perceived himſelt to be abuſed, that|t 


Strollabella only amuſed hetfelt with a Paſ- 
ſion which ſhe did not feel; She was not 


like the Moth who plays with the Flame 
till ſhe conſumes herielt, but like the Sa- 
lamander who lives un burt! in icorching fires, 
Crack employed his Poetical Talent to P 

| make 
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make her ridiculous, he wrote a Poem, en- 
tituled Strolabella's Fall, or the Coal Pit 
diſcovered ; In this Piece he expoſed het 
Naked to the World. When ſhe read this 
Poem ſhe could not contain herſelf, ſhe gave 
vent to her Rage, and expreſſed herſelf in 
this manner; Oh Ihe fall e per fidrous Crack? 


| 1s this the Effect of ali his boaſled Love ? 


Has he forgot how he once in Rapture ſwore 


that Strolabelli ſhould be ſo far from being 
the Subject of his Ridicule, that ſbe ſhould Le 
the Objeft of his Adoration ® Oh Heavens! 
is bis unimagin'd Mine of ſolid Foy nothing 
but a Coal Pit? I cannot bear it; Oh un- 
happy Strolabella! thy Name will be pro- 
Phan d by Vile Ballad Si ingers, and the Coal 
Pit be as common as the Black Foke. 
In the Extremity of her Rage and Indig- 


nation, ſhe ſhows this Poem to her Land- 
lord; ; inficuates to him, that it malicionfly 


tended to diſgrace his Houle, and to the 
maniteſt diſhonour of the noble Sign of the 
Bear and Ragged Staff. The Man was cre- 
dulous, and Crack being et that Time in 
his Books, he was determined {o incarcerate 
him. Crack took all imaginable Care of his 
Perton; he confin'd himieit to the Theatre 
| = 


STROLA BELLA. 
as a Sanctuary, and for his more effectual 7 
Security, lock d himſelf up in the Stock . 
Cheſt; all his Precaution availed him nothing, 7 
for a few Nights after, he was arreſted on 2 


the Stage in the Time of Action, while he | M 
was repreſenting no leis a Perſon then 


Harry the Eighth ; But the Audience not 1 
brooking ſuch an Indignity to a Monarch, 7 
reſcued the King from the Hands ol aCatch- 55 
pole and permitted his Mejeſty to eſcape. 2 
He left behind him, an extraordinary Piece, | 
a Poetical Performance relating to his own 4 
Misfortunes in theſe Words. 7 

The Tragic Hero $ Lamentation, 1 


Ave I for this ſo oft the Didem wore, 7 
To be reduc'd unto a Fate ſo poor ? 
Mither'd my Laurels are, ſevere my Lot, 
The Monarch, and the Warrior, both forgot; 1 
TWwo of my Generals confin'd in Jail tes 
For forty Shillings,---who'd believe the Tales Sph 
And 1 myſelf, pent up within a Cheſt, Gil 
A vile Appartment for a Royal Gueſt, | the: 
Ht ho aid ſo often Liberty maintain, Em 
And in November laſt was Tamerlane : ; [part 
Till you compel me, cruel Fate! in May, | Pee 
As a Baſe Fingitive to ſteal away? 6 
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Oh curſed Thought! Oh! be it never (aid, 


3 . The Hero of a Serjeant was afraid; 

des | Or ever did bis Viftories diſgrace, 

V4 To ſhun ihe Hat, whoſe Terror is it's Lace. 

; 5 Hard Fare, & Lodging i in a loathſome Jayl, 

hen | May bend my Body de un, my Fleſb is frail, 

not] / nobler Part fixt bigh will ever be 

eb. Dependant on it [cif aud ever free. 

* The Botcher who but laſt year turn d myCoat | 

| Swears byhisG--ds,Towe him ſtill 4Groat; 

LET Beſides for Drams, 8 Mugs of Ale in ſcore, l 

wee My Honour's pledg'd for 15 Shillengs more: 

VE It is a vaſt and goodly Sum, but yet, [| 
Fortune may change, & 1 CS the Debt; 
Elſe may the Sons of Public Rapine, ſeize 

hs IY-Wiggs, y Parts, myPerſonij they pleaſe, 5 

op J not repine, my Mimd they can't enthrall, f 

= 4 and the Gods, will fight it u em all. | 

| 


prgot;| Strolabella toon quitted the V agran- f 
Ites and ſhortly after ſhone in an higher 1 
Tale? | Sphere, Her leaving ôtrolero haſtened the ; 
|__| eiftohation ot his Company, who be took 
A themſelves teycral ways & followed various 
Employments, Strolero link'd himſelf in 
e; partnerſhip with a Jew, & is now a famous 
lay, nn in the 0 unc c ]. akened : 


Oh | 7 Jrom 
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from his Lethargy renounced the abandon- 

ed Ragamuſſina, re ſolving to dedicate the 
remainer of his Life to glorious Actions, is 
enliſted in a Royal Regiment & very well 
reſpected by his Superiours. Ragamufſina is 
Agent to his internal Mejeſty and a noted 
procureſs. Crack having been too long in 
Strotero's Company on the Cameleon Efta- 
bliſhment, & quite ſurfeited with the Non- 
iubſiſtence, took his everlaſting leave of the 
Faithleſs Stage; He now reſides in the Se- 


cond City ot the Kingdom in tome Repu- 
tation as an Author: He maintains himſelf 


by writing Satyrs & making Punch. Some ſt. 


complain the firſt are too bitter, & the laſt [cor 


is too acid. Spout grew as regardleſs of Stro- 
zabelia, as ſhe ot him, he turn'd the Current 


of his affe ction towards Audromache, The 
diſtreſt Mother fell in Love with him at | 
firſt ſight: Hector's afflicted Widow was 


enamour d to that degiee that from the firſt 


moment ſhe beheld him, ſhe languiſhed tor | 
Conſummation: They are now in athriving | 


way, and keep a Tavem. £&uskin hath 


changed his condition infinitely tor the bet- 
ter, he and his Wite have jet up an Eating ||: 


Houle, and conſidering they had Trayel'd pf I 


La 


4 Comical ROMAN CE. 
on- [for fome years with Syrolero, & conſequently 


the |{trangers to the art otCookery, ” cis amazing 


s, is to ſee how dextrous they are in their Em- 
well [ployment. Harlequino has quitted one Stage 
4 1s for another, and is now aſſiſtant to an Iti- 
ted nerantPhyſician, under the facetious Deno- 
in [mination of a Merry Andrew. 
fta- | I cannot conclude this Hiſtory without 
Jon- hinting ſomething in behalf of the V. 2 
the ſtes in general. 
Se- It is to be hop'd the — will 
pu- [make them uſeful in this preient Exigence 
ot affairs, being Pertons of deſperate For- 
tunes, above the Fear of death, & not over 
-onfident of a future State, the Gentlemen 
[would certainly make excellent Soldiers. 
Here would be a certain ſubſiſtence for 
em, an honourable Proviſion, which would 
lace them in fome degree of Reputation 
in the World, above their preſent wretched 
d precarious dependance. 
The Ladies would be of infinite Service 
n our Colonies abroad, having often perſon- 
ted Heroines and Princeſſes, they Muſt 
> bet- fertainly have more Exalted Sentiments, 
ating han thoſe annual Supplies from the Courts 
wel'd pt Jultice: They may in proceſs of Time 
fer E People 


S$TROLABELLA, 
Peop "R the American Provinces with a 
"Wi of Heroes, and I am perſuaded that 

the virtuous Strolabella herſelf would not 
be averſe to the firſt Law of Nature, but 
rather indvftrious in propagating the Spe- 
dies, for her e 5 * 
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